






COISE CLOSE 

VIRGINIA WATER 

SURREY 'U25 4PH 
WENTWORTH 2342 

13th September 1982 

Dear Senhor Ferrao, 

I replied on 26th June to your kind letter dated 
24th May but, as I have heard nothing further, fear that 
it may not have reached you? The mail is rather uncertain 
these days. Please forgive me, therefore, for writing 
to you again. 

In my letter I said that although Indo-Portuguese 
ivories would not come within the scope of our exhibition, 
Sino-Portuguese ivories certainly would and we should very 
much like to include examples if they can be obtained. Any 
information on this which you can provide would be most 
welcome, particularly details of the location and owrershi 
of such pieces. If it were possible to have a photocopy 
of your monograph on the subject it would, I am sure, be 
very valuable. 

I 

P 

In your letter of 24th May you expressed interest in 
books and publications on the subject of Chinese ivories 
and I am taking the liberty to enclose a copy of the 
draft bibliography which our Chairman, Mr. Peter Fawcett, 
has prepared. The final version will be included in the 
catalogue of the exhibition. Any additions which you can 
suggest for it would be appreciated. 

with all good wishes, 

Yours sincerely, 

J.B. da Silva 
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COPSE CLOSE: 

VIRGINIA WATER 

SURRE 	GtT25 4PH 
WENTWORTH 2342 

26th June 1982 

Dear Senhor Perrao, 

Thank you for your letter of 24th May. I delayed 
replying until I had had an opoortunity to bring it 
to the attention of the: organising committee of the 
exhibition who were most grateful for your offer of 
cooperation.. 

Indo-Portuguese ivories do not come within the 
scope of the exhibition but Sirto-Portuguese ivories 
certainly do and we would hope to have them well 
represented in the exhibition if possible. 

I of course understand that your monograph on the 
five or-six figures of this type of the Virgin is out 
of print but wondered if it would be possible for you 
to send me a photocopy of it if it is still in your 
possession?' If not, would it be possible for you to 
let me have a brief description of each of the figures, 
together with a note of its location, and ownership? 
Photographs would of course be particularly valuable. 
Also any com'iets which you felt able to make about the 
attitude of the owners to lending them for exhibition, 
subject to all the usual safeguards, insurance etc., 
would be much appreciated. 

I note your interest ia books or articles on the 
subject of oriental ivories. We are producing as 
complete a bibliography as we can for inclusion in the. 
exhibitthon catalogue but this will not be awailàble 



until some time irt 1984. The-  first draft of the 
bibliography is now in course of preparation and 
I shall send you a photocopy of it as soon as it 
is ready. It will probably be expanded in course 
Of time but would give. you something to work on 
until the final version-is completed. 

Thank you again very much for- Your assistance 
which is greatly appreciated. I look forward to 
hearing from you. about the, ivory,  figures of the 
BleBed Virgin. 

With all good wishes, 

YOurs sincerely, 

Ci. 

J.B. da Silva 

Exmo. Sr. Eng. Bernardo Ferrao 
Rua Senhora da Luz 24 
4100 PORPO - Portugal 



EngQ Bernardo Ferrãc 

Rua Senhora da Luz, 24 

11100 PORTO - Portugal 

To 

Mr. J.B. da Silva CMG 

Copse Close 

Virginia Water 

Surrey, GU 25 14 PH 

ENGLAND 

Oporto, 211 th May 1982 

Dear Sir, 

I received your letter dated May 14  th asking me to indicated important prices 

of Sino-Portuguese ivoires that I know of and that could be presented at the exposi-

tion of " Chinese Ivoires ti  being held at the British Museum in 1984. 

I must inform you that I have not published up to now any articles or 

catalogues, on the subjest, in consjuntion with Gulbenkian Foundation. What I did 

write, was concerning Indo-Portuguese Ivoires, wich is my speciality. 

I wrote, however, independently, a short monografy, on Sino-Portuguese  

Ivory Virgins in wich I analyse 5 or 6 virgins that I know of, 3 existing in Portu-

gal, 2 in Spain and one in the U.S.A. 

Unfortunately this small work is completely, out of print and I cannot, 

therefore, send you a copy, as would be my pleasure. As for the catalogue, they just 

don't exist. 

I will certainely be very happy to help and colaborate with the exposition 

and I shall therefore await further indications of what you expect from me. 

I am profitting of the ocasiori to ask you if you could kindly, send me in-

formation about articles or english books, concerning ivoires in general, and oriental 

ivory images in particular, specially from India and China, that I may eventually 

acquire from librarians or antique dealers. 

Thanking you in advance, I beg to remain very sincerely, 

2 
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CORSE CLOSE 

VIRGINIA WATER 

L 
WENTWOPTH 2342 

4tfl May 198- 

Isis writing, at the suggestion of the British 
Ambassador, on behalf of the Oriental Ceramic Society 
of London. 	As you may,  not he familiar with the 
Society, I mm taking the liberty-of enclosing a leaflet 
which contains a brief account of its history and 
activities. The,  President is Professor WilliaJatson 
of London University whose name _m  ay  be known to you 
from his published work on various aspects of oriental art 

The  Society is organising an exhibition of Chinese 
ivorio be held at the British Museum in 194. We 
hope to get about three hundrd pieces of the highest 
quality from private collections, museums and institut-
ions all over the world which will be representative, 
so far as is possible, of thenwhole field from archaic 
to modern times, and to produce a definitive catalogue 
on this relatively little known subject. 

As Portugal enjoyed a virtual monopoly of the 
European trade with China in the 16th century, and has 
retained its presence- in Macao,  ever since, we thought 
that Chinese ivories, particularly perhaps the so-called' 
Christian ivories made in China for the missionaries in 
the 16th century,might he well represented in Portuguese 
museums and collections.  I wrote to our mbassador, 
Mr. Byatt, about this and he replied  that you are the 
recognised authority on this subject and that you had 
oublished a number of articles and a catalogue in conjunct-
ion with the ulhenkian Foundation about it. 



I should, therefore-, be-most grateful for any 
informton which you are able to  give me which 
might_ enable us to get in touch with the owner$ of 
portant pieces which they might be willing to 

lend for the exhibition. 

If you require any more information about the 
exhibition, pease do not hesitate to let me-know.. 
As it will be the first exhibition of its kind to be 
held in this country, we are naturally anxious to 
include as many documentary and important pieces as 
we can locate. Your help on this would be greatly 
ap'rec iated. 

L%L 

a 
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I 	 THE ORIENTAL CERAMIC SOCIETY 

31B Torrington Square, London WCIE 7JL 

01-636 7985 
(A REGISTERED CHARITY NO. 250 356) 

FORM OF APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 

Please return the completed form to the Secretary of the Society. Write clearly and give your name and address as 
you want it written on packets sent through the post. 

Title, Name, Decorations, etc. (BLOCK LETTERS) 	  

Full postal address (BLOCK LETTERS). 	  

Occupation or Profession 	  

Interests (briefly). 	  

I apply for membership of The Oriental Ceramic Society, and undertake, if elected, to abide by the Rules and 
Regulations of the Society. 

Date 	  Signature. 
If a member of the Society is already known to you please ask the member to complete the following 
proposal, or otherwise please return the form direct to the Secretary. 
I propose the Candidate named above for membership of the Oriental Ceramic Society. 

Date.  	 Signature of Member 	  



THE 
ORIENTAL CERAMIC SOCIETY 

31b Torrington Square, London WCIE 7JL 
01-636 7985 

(Registered Charity No. 250 356) 

PATRON 

H.R.H. The Duke of Gloucester, G.C.V.O. 

The Oriental Ceramic Society was founded in 1921 with twelve members under its 
first President, the distinguished collector George Eumorfopoulos. The Society's aim 
is to increase the knowledge and appreciation of Asian ceramics and other arts, and is 
open to anyone interested in the arts of Asia. Because membership is world wide the 
Society has special Council representatives in both New York, and Sidney, Australia. 

The Transactions, which are free to members, are published annually and include 
papers read to the Society, with ample illustration. There is also a Translation Scheme 
in order to publicise information from Chinese art and archaeology journals. The 
translations vary in price and are available to subscribers to the Scheme. 

Meetings of various kinds, including lectures, are held at intervals throughout the 
year, both in London and in centres outside the capital, and local groups are encouraged. 
Small exhibitions are organised drawing on members' collections, and occasional larger 
exhibitions are mounted drawing on both members' and museums' collections. 

Subscriptions are payable upon election and thereafter on i st October each year as 
follows: 

Home members 	 £10 

Overseas members 	 £9 
Members under 25 years of age 

Institutional members 

Corporate members 	 LIoo 

For further information please apply to the Secretary 

The name and address of the Society may not be used for business or trading purposes, or for 
advertising of any kind. 
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Illustration: A jade Chimera with rider, length 14.6cm., circa 2nd/3rd Century A.D. 
Collection of Dr. Arthur Sackler. 


